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The English Department, headed by Mr Ahmad Faqgih, conducts various projects throughout
the Academic year. One of our most popular and oldest projects is the Spelling Bee. This
competition is open to students from Grades 1 — 6. The pupils are given a list of challenging
words which they have to spell fluently and accurately. Not only that they have to use them
in sentences of their own to demonstrate that they have comprehended the meaning as well.
The photos below. are proof of the same.
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Our Little Spelling Stars!

Another one of our popular projects is the Annual Debate. Here, the boys compete against
the girls on given topics. Cycle 2 has a different topic and Cycle 3 has a different one. Judges
are appointed to choose the winners according to how they are able to convince the judges
about their point of view. Believe me, sometimes it is quite difficult to judge the winner
because the boys put on an amazing show as well as the girls. The topics for the debate this
year were - Is hacking ethical? for Cycle 2 and Traditional Lifestyle vs Modern Lifestyle -
for Cycle 3. The photos speak for themselves.



The Best Debater

Our most awaited project — Creative Writing! The students eagerly wait for it to be
announced and are always eager to participate. This competition is open to all students
— from Grade 1 to Grade 12. Each grade is given a challenging topic to write about to

©,



tickle their creative little minds and produce masterpieces. The English Department is

always amazed at the level of writing of our Creative Little Writers and we are proud
of them. Listed below are some of our challenging topics:

e IfI could be someone else, I would be........
e How do you see yourself 10 years from now?

e Pretend you woke up one day and there were no rules. People could suddenly do

whatever they wanted! Explain what the world would be like. Use your
imagination!

Our Busy Little Creative Writers

__________ i V. i . e N

The New Generation of Writers
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Another one of our very innovative projects was the Read Aloud Competition. This time
the teachers of Grades 1 to 6 worked very hard and provided the props and costumes as well.
The Good Man and His Son, The Fox and the Horse, The Gift of Pearls are some of the
stories that were performed by our little actors. The shows were enjoyed and appreciated by
all as you can see in these photos.

Some Memorable Moments
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And last but not the least, our very own Book Club. As an initiative to encourage reading, a
few novels were assigned to be read by the students during their holidays. A group
discussion was held and the teachers motivated the students to give their opinion about the
characters, setting, story, sequence etc. The books assigned were The Stranger by Albert
Camus and Divergent by Veronica Roth. Here are some of the memorable scenes!




Norld

By: Farah Khalid
Grade: 8/ C

| am alone but known,

| could be grown on my own,
But | wouldn’t be shown as a clone
| got to feel and to appeal,

Many others who would steal my heart as a part of
the fresh start,

They would say, ‘Hey! Do you play Kung Fu?’
‘Mmmmmmm! Hey! Do | look as a plainsong?

Do | look as a throng? Are you ok?’ That’s what they
would ask,

So | have decided to crave my soul behind the flask!



MY BLOG -~ EYES OF

A VICTIM

October 23, 2019
Anonymous

It all started in elementary school, | was that kid with two ponytails and big glasses. Other children
in my class used to fat shame me, compare me to other people calling me names and all. I was also
known for “Four eyes.” I was such a positive person, so I thought it was one of their lame jokes and
I didn’t say anything about it. Days passed and I was in secondary school, all of my friends from
elementary school left me because they didn’t want to be seen with me. On the first day, | met my
old best friend, she was nice and we had so much in common. The year passed with her by my side,
and I didn’t face any problems because bullies usually go for lonely people. One day, she started
leaving me alone at recess, ignoring me, etc. This went on for a couple of days before | went to my
mother and talked to her, I was completely clueless. After so much talking and fighting, she left our
friendship. | found a new friend with the same problem, | was really happy with her. History repeats
itself, 1 got fat shamed again, people in my class called me lazy, fat, and ugly. However, what
annoyed me the most was the glares, whispers and pointing sent my way. | cried a lot and | knew |
was getting bullied but did nothing about it.

As | walk down the hallways, I think about what I did to get here, to this point where I’'m doubting
myself every day, thinking I’'m not good enough for these people who see what they want to see. My
family and I moved, | thought this might be a new chance or a fresh start, | was slightly wrong. 1
didn’t do anything except be myself, everyone has something negative to say about my face, weight,
height or size. | had no one because | was the new girl, so instead of improving my social skills 1
always read books. | did get to know new friends, got close ones and I’m in a better place now.
However, I still think about it and how I could’ve done something to stop it. I still doubt myself
sometimes but [ don’t let it get to me.

I just want to tell everyone who is going through the same: it gets better. I know it’s really hard, and
you might feel like giving up sometimes, but you have to be yourself and stay confident. Don’t let
them get to you. And if anyone judges you, it is their own problem. Those people have no idea what
you’ve been through. They probably couldn’t even take it. But you had to take it. And you’re still
here going on with your life. And that’s why you can be proud of yourself.

By: Lana Subhi
Grade 10/B



In The Sk

By: Ashar Wael
Grade: 12/ C

Somewhere in the darkness all alone,
Am | really invisible or isn’t it shown?

Where you feel the happiness is faded,
It’s when everyone you know is hated.

Only then your heart gets shattered,
After that nothing can make you flattered.

Years erased the feeling of being loved,
And it’s been a century since | was hugged.

When you look at me you’ll see nothing.....
Sitting there in the corner mysteriously humming.

Maybe with a little bravery I'll try,
To get away from here and just fly.

Imagining to live with birds in the sky,
No humans around to hurt just so high.

| wish | can just get away......
It’s not like | have a reason to stay...



Leen Hosam Al-Qudah
Grade 12 /B

'II

“The Grass is Always Greener on the Other Side

| woke up that morning thinking it would be just another regular day, but it was far
from that. | had learned something life changing that day.

| had started that day with my regular morning routine, which usually ended with
me sitting on the creaky old chair in my garden drinking a cup of steaming hot coffee.
And as the minutes passed by, | gazed at the picture-perfect house in front of me,
with its mighty pillars, high walls and lavish gardens.

Oh! How | had always longed to live in a house that beautiful, with its colorful variety
flowers and marble steps.

| had never actually gone in there, and as | admired the house from afar that day,
with jealousy deep in my heart something unexpected happened. In a blink of an eye
| was no longer sitting in my garden.

| was inside the perfect house. But it was no longer that perfect. For everything was
silent, bleak and drained of life. At that moment, | realized that with every different
point of view came a different picture, and not all pictures had to necessarily be
aligned together. And because of our human nature, we usually find that everything
out of our reach is better looking and more important, but then the truth is far from
that.

If you are satisfied with what you have and what God has given you, trust me you will
end up living a happy life filled with joy and no worries whatsoever to plague your
day.



ystery of Our Future!

By: Joud Abu Khazneh
Grade: 11 /C

Have you ever wondered what the future might hold for us? Good or bad
things? What do you think from your point of view the future will be like? Will
we have flying cars or will robots take over the world? Let me tell you about
the mystery of the future!

First of all, how do you think the buildings will look like? I think technology will
be everywhere. We will have automated cooking machines, lights that operate
by your voice, we might even have self-driving cars. Can you imagine sitting in
an automated car? All you need to do is choose your destination, sit back and
relax. In addition to that, | believe that everything will be on the internet. For
example, everybody will start to shop online, maybe malls will even disappear.
The products will be delivered by a drone. What about transportation you
might ask? Well, some people say flying cars, some say there will be ‘hydro
flasks' that can transport you from Abu Dhabi to Dubai in a couple of seconds.

Now, the second point is about food. Everybody's favourite! Scientists are
trying to make food as pills so that one pill can make you feel full for most of
the day. That way, less food will be confused with less worry on food not
running out in the future from population increase through the years. Some
even predict that we will have water in bubble shaped circles made out of
sustainable materials so as not to harm the environment after it is used.

In the end, the future is a whole mystery that no one knows what can happen.

So, let’s take care of our world and environment to live a better life with better
health. Also, to have more developed items and science.



The Shallow Hole With

By: Yassmeen Nasir Grade:11/C

Drowning in emotions, the boat is sinking inside the ocean of your thoughts, the waves of the raging storm
filling you with the cold, wretched feelings filling your body, especially the tips of your fingers.

A lump in your throat, getting bigger and bigger every time you get humiliated, embarrassed, awkward,
getting yelled at and such.. It's slowly killing the child inside your heart. It's killing you. Your thoughts start to
cry, to yelp, beg for some easiness, but none is given.

A string is pulling you closer to this huge infinite hole. The loud bellows of victims deep down inside the hole
echoes all around my head. They're begging for it to stop, but no one can hear them but me.

The huge clocks surrounding my head are filling my eyes with tears, my ears with ticks, what is it supposed
to be? A warning? A call for help? A sign of relief? | can never know...

The freezing feeling that are at the tips of your fingers and toes, sending those chills up your spine,
reminding you that you are alone. You have no one to borrow some warmth from, no one to tell you that
everything will be alright. You just simply, have no one.

How that pressuring feeling on chest crushes your rib cage from how heavy it is! How your breath shivers
every time you are reminded by the agony and the void that is all around you! How your voice cracks when
someone asks you what's wrong! How you just want to be invisible so no one can see through you!

Every second of your day, your own brain betrays you and acts completely against you. How you feel so
apart from yourself, as if the distance between you and your soul keeps getting longer with every step you
take. You just keep on running and running, screaming for it to come closer to you, but it never listens.

Your fast heart beats filling your ears with all the screaming and running, how your tears race on your warm
cheeks, how sore your eyes get from all the sobbing, how you fall on your knees from how weak you've
gotten, that's when you know, you are helpless, you are way beyond help.

| can hear the laughter of the ones around me, how their smiles reach from ear to ear, how much their eyes
shrink whenever they laugh. It's as if they're free, the feeling of being untied from the string. The feeling of
being yourself without someone dragging you down to the very bottom whenever you try to smile.

Why can't my book be white again? Every page of the chapter of my life seems to be black, gloomy and
malicious. It's as if the twilight is taking over every vessel it sees.

The case of how emotions depend on thoughts and vice versa will always be a mystery to me, and most
likely to all humanity. Hoping one day, someone will walk through this passageway with me, pointing me in
the right direction, until we can find the way out. Instead of me being alone in this maze, questioning every
act | did, squeezing my brain and making myself believe lies I've told myself to end parts of my misery.
Hoping that someone will lift some weight of my back and head. Hoping that one day we will be free.



BULLYING

By: Lana Subhi Grade: 10-B

You hear this word everywhere, so what exactly is bullying? Bullying is a distinctive pattern of harming
and humiliating others, specifically those who are in some way smaller, weaker, younger or in any way
more vulnerable than the bully. Bullying is not garden-variety aggression; it is a deliberate and repeated
attempt to cause harm to others of lesser power. It’s a very durable behavioral style, largely because
bullies get what they want—at least at first. Bullies are made, not born, and it happens at an early age.
There are many different types of bullying that can be experienced by children and adults alike, some are
obvious to spot while others can be more subtle. The first and common way of bullying is physical
bullying. Physical bullying includes hitting, kicking, tripping, pinching and pushing or damaging property.
Physical bullying causes both short term and long-term damage. The second type is verbal bullying.
Verbal bullying includes name calling, insults, teasing, intimidation, racist remarks, or verbal abuse. While
verbal bullying can start off harmless, it can escalate to levels which start affecting the individual target.
The third type is social bullying. Social bullying, sometimes referred to as covert bullying, is often harder
to recognize and can be carried out behind the bullied person's back. It is designed to harm someone's
social reputation and/or cause humiliation. Social bullying includes:
lying and spreading rumors
negative facial or physical gestures, menacing or contemptuous looks
playing nasty jokes to embarrass and humiliate
mimicking unkindly
encouraging others to socially exclude someone
Damaging someone's social reputation or social acceptance.

The fourth type is cyber bullying which happens to teenagers mostly, it can be overt or covert bullying
behaviors using digital technologies. Cyberbullying is bullying. Hiding behind a pretty screen, doesn't
make it less hateful, written words have power. It includes:

abusive or hurtful texts, emails or posts, images or videos

deliberately excluding others online

nasty gossip or rumors

imitating others online or using their log-in

Everyone repeatedly talks about bullying, but the main question is, how does one handle a bully?
The first line of defense against a bully, experts agree, is avoidance. It is wisdom, not weakness, to
walk away from a bully. A second line of defense is to recruit a companion; bullies tend not to pick
on people who are surrounded by friends. Adults have a role to play in making their children bully-
proof—equipping their kids with self-confidence. If you are getting bullied, please speak up for
yourself, seek help and guidance from others. If you can’t seem to have anyone to talk too, you can
visit/ message support centers, you also have the choice of doing it anonymously. Never be bullied
into silence. Never allow yourself to be made a victim. Accept no one’s definition of your life, but

define yourself.



Bitter Truth!

By: Yassmeen Nasir

Grade:11/C

Welcome to my world; administration.

I'll speak my words; my creation.

| might sound rude; my personification.

But this life needs an act; a situation.

So many things compared to me; a differentiation.
I've asked and prayed for transfiguration.

All | received was desertification.

Come on help me; with a recommendation.

Is life all about experimentation?

This caused my brain to work overly; overstimulation.
You broke my soul; well congratulations.

Tell me your prize; a bad consideration.

I'm not a detective; but this needs an investigation.
Sure thing; it needs a qualification.

My soul is looking for peace; justification.

My mind is blank; causing hallucinations.

Love is like gravity; more like magnetization.

Is it that complicated?

| swear; it isn't sophisticated.



Just my world; so miscalculated.

So, my thoughts; it out populated.

| really didn't plan this all; undesignated.
You assumed my meanings; underestimated.
| try to find my words; dilapidated.

| draw my thoughts; illustrated

| crush your opinions; obliterated.

You changed my eyes; degenerated.

You judged my personality; speculated.
You shut me down; hibernated.

All | wanted from you; is acceptance.

| beg to differ; recognizance

Please; show your hearts; your renaissance.
I'm not a killer; intolerance.

It's how | look; my appearance.

Why take it so deeply? no importance.

I've stood in front of you; marked my attendance.

For you see my torturing; my sufferance.
| made sure you don't get hurt; an insurance.

But what you did; ditched me out; ignorance.




y Life

By: Sara Mahmoud Youssef
Grade: 12

| opened my eyes hardly flickering them, | felt my eyelids getting heavier every time | tried to open
them. "Ugh, stop, stop!" | yelled while hitting stop on the alarm. 'Why did | sleep late last night?' |
started mumbling to myself.

| walked past the mirror | have on my wall and decided to go back to it to see how black my eye
bags were getting. My hair was held in a bun that I've tied the previous night and strings of hair
covered my face and ears. My eyes were puffed and with black eye bags surrounding them just like
what | thought. My cheeks were red as they always are whenever | wake up.

"Amy! Hurry up! You're gonna be late for school." "Coming, Mom!" | yelled back while trying to
hurry up to brush my teeth and get ready. | pulled a pair of black jeans, a crop topped mustard
hoodie, got a pair of black vans to wear and untied my hair in a hurry. "Amy! I'm gonna leave if
you're not here in less than a minute!" "Okay, okay!" | tried to hide my dark eye bags with concealer
as fast as | could, brushed some contour on my cheekbones, headed downstairs and as | grabbed
my black backpack from the table | ran outside to the car.

As soon as | got off the car in school, | met the group of friends | always sit with on my way to the
entrance. We started talking about how hard the homework was and actually a few moments later,
ended up talking about how some zoologists have found out that some species of dinosaurs are
actually living today with us. | don't really know how our conversations always end up with
unexpected stuff.

The weather was a bit foggy and the sky was filled with the clouds that were tipped with orange
during the sunrise. It's just like some kind of painting that was perfectly painted with no flaws.

After some moments, we reached the Biology classroom. The teacher that we all respect a lot was
still not there. He had a fringe of grey-white hair around his balding, mottled scalp, a wizened face
and a back slightly hunched. With each movement he attempted, there was a crack of old bones
and these reasons were enough for us to take everything he says seriously and importantly because
of his wise life experience.

After four periods passed by, the bell rang announcing the beginning of the break time. | headed to
the cafeteria and asked for the daily meal; one grilled toast with turkey and cheese, a plate of
vegetables and an apple juice. I'll set all jokes and the crowded cafeteria aside, but | was obsessed

with the school food for a long time now.



| held my lunch looking over the tables trying to find Emily- my best friend- it took me a while to
find her between the faces. We sat together and started talking about what we'd done in the
previous day and about our daily family problems and siblings fights.

People had these shocked expressions whenever they saw me with Emily. We're two best friends
from different worlds. At first glance, Emily seemed like the kind of girl you hired to kill your
husband: leather jacket, dusty tank top, bandanna, drove a stupid vintage pickup and blasted heavy
metal from. If a stranger ever spoke to her, her dry wit supported their prejudices. But that's not the
Emily that | knew.

| knew the Emily who sent you smiles so bright you could see them from across the Pacific Ocean
and whose thoughtfulness warmed your heart. | knew the Emily who broke out her guitar at 8am to
have what she called a “Living Room Concert”. She's so fun to be around, not like what everyone
thinks of her. We talked until the last drop of time and headed to the class afterwards.

Chemistry class, Physics class and Maths class had passed by as the time ticked away. As it reached
2:30 PM, English literature class was about to begin. We headed to the class that was at the end of
the corridor on the left corner. It was very dark as the only light came from a slit between the grey
sagging curtains that completely covered the rays of the sunlight, so we immediately opened the
curtains revealing the bright light coming from the outside and started with the class's favorite
subject. The school hours finished as the time approached 3 PM, that's when | headed out happily
and went back home.

As soon as | got inside the house, | went to my room, slumped in my bed, threw my backpack on
the couch beside the bed and slept. | felt that | was on a five-battery charge and didn't even have
the energy to speak to anyone, not even my twin brother. | ended up waking on 7 PM, later than the
usual. 'Why did | sleep until now?" | asked myself as a headache throbbed through my skull and felt
a grey cloud floating above my head.

| reached for my phone as soon as | got up and spent half an hour checking my Instagram feed and
Snapchat stories before laying my eyes on my backpack. Although, | didn't really feel like studying
but | have a sound that's coming from deep down there telling me to get up and start studying.

Three hours passed by and the time was about to turn 11 when | decided that it was enough
studying for today. | went then downstairs to check up on my family and spend time with them. My
mother had made her signature meal that consists of some mouth dropping potatoes that are
stuffed with cheese and vegetables. The day ended while | was eating on the couch and watching a
movie. Again.
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